The World Stroke Organization welcomes the focus on Strengthening Rehabilitation in Health Systems. Stroke is the third leading cause of disability worldwide, responsible for 145 million DALYs. That burden is projected to rise by 31% by 2050. Recovery from stroke is closely linked to timely, high-quality rehabilitation, including mobility, speech and language, and vision services. Despite this, 20–40% of healthcare settings globally have yet to implement basic stroke rehabilitation services, with access particularly limited in LMICs. 
Ensuring access to neurorehabilitation, as part of UHC, supports functional independence, improves mental health, enables economic participation for stroke survivors and caregivers, and reduces the social and economic burden of the disease. We encourage Member States to ensure rehabilitation services reflect the needs of their populations, including stroke survivors, in national rehabilitation strategies.

