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Advocacy is a journey...

Every country is different: Australia

Data is power: National Stroke Audit

From little things big things grow: Living Stroke Guidelines

Pack some supplies we are in for a long trip: Telestroke

Bring government along on the ride: Stroke Unit Certification

It’s better together: National Targets and National Hypertension Taskforce

You won’t get anywhere without lived experts! 
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Every country is different! 
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Australia

It’s big….

…population density on the

 Eastern seaboard….

..divided into states and 

territories with health funding 

delivered at a state and 

territory level….

..Stroke Gap – inequity between Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous Australians.
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Data is power! 



National Stroke Audit | background
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• Overall improvements found in the 

quality of acute care provided over last 

10 years

• Continued monitoring is important to 

identify gaps in practice and equity of 

access issues

• Proactive, data-driven and theory-

informed efforts to reduce the gaps are 

ongoing

National Stroke Audit | improved patient care and 
outcomes



Formal telestroke service

25 hospitals

N=860 cases

No formal telestroke 

service

13 hospitals
N=412 cases

Thrombolysis (IS) 76/723 (11%) 23/294 (8%)

Thrombolysis within 60 mins of hospital 

arrival
19/76 (25%) 2/23 (9%)

Median door to needle time (hours:minutes) 

(median, Q1, Q3)
1:14 (1, 1:45) 1:47 (1:27, 2:17)

Median time from onset to thrombolysis 

(hours:minutes) (median, Q1, Q3)
2:48 (2:13, 3:32) 3:47 (2:32, 4:41)

76% (87/115) use telehealth services for acute assessment/treatment (31 provide service 

to other hospitals)

National Stroke Audit | improved patient care and 
outcomes
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From little things big things grow!
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An estimated 

321 Australian 

lives were saved 

or life limiting 

disability avoided 

following severe 

stroke in 2020 

due to practice 

change from 

updated national 

guidance

National Stroke Guidelines

https://app.magicapp.org/#/guideline/WE8wOn/section/jO6Y4E


Living Evidence: 

Accelerating research to 

point-of-care
 

Australian Living Evidence Consortium 

livingevidence.org.au



Source: Kelvin Hill, Heidi Li, Simon Turner, Jordi Elliott, Andrew Duan
Elliott J et al 2021, Nature

National COVID-19 Clinical Evidence Taskforce
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Pack some supplies, we are in for a long trip



Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2010
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2018
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2019
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2020
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2021
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2022
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Australian Stroke Telehealth Network | 2023
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Bring government along for the ride!



Stroke Unit Certification

https://www.strokesociety.com.au/


Stages

Background definitions document and draft application process (November 2021)

Employment of a half-time 50:50 SF and SSA funded half-time project officer (July 2022)

Establish steering and adjudication committee (Sept 2022), terms of reference, site info, 
workflow and finalise application form

Open pilot of pilot to select sites by end of 
2022

All states and territory leads asked to nominate one site

Mix of CSCs PSCs and SCRGHs Stroke unit care

Expand to other sites (2023) 

Evaluate and present to government for ongoing funding of project (mid 2023 - ……)

https://www.strokesociety.com.au/


11 hospitals Certified to date

https://www.strokesociety.com.au/
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Further pilot funding (0.2FTE 50:50 SF and SSA)

Completion of report

Possibly come under ANZAN/FRACP banner – mimic trauma verification

Open to further sites (10% of national total already done)

Incorporate into ACSQHC Stroke Standards

Feed into 2023 Stroke Framework

Incorporate Aotearoa/New Zealand sites/framework

2024 – introduce cost-recovery charge

By 2030 certify all centres in Australia providing stroke care 

Where to now?

https://www.strokesociety.com.au/
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It’s always better together!
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8. Preliminary Australian Stroke Clinical Registry data from draft 2023 Annual report. 9. Xian Y et al. Stroke. 2022;53:1328–38. 10. Sentinel Stroke National Audit Programme (SSNAP) National 

results, April 2021 - March 2022. Available from: https://www.strokeaudit.org/Results2/Clinical-audit/National-Results.aspx. 11. NHS National Services Scotland. Scottish Stroke Improvement 

Report-2023 (based on 2022 data). Available from: https://www.publichealthscotland.scot/media/20499/ssip-june2023- english.pdf

National Targets for Acute Stroke
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* Where same-crew ambulance door-in and door-out transfer is possible. Outer regional services retrieving via 
road should aim for a DIDO time of 75 minutes (hospitals requiring aero-retrieval service are not included in this 
target) 

*
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Goal: Improve hypertension control rates in Australia from 32% to at least 70% by 2030 

National Hypertension Taskforce
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It’s always better together!
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Advocacy is a journey...

Every country is different: Australia

Data is power: National Stroke Audit

From little things big things grow: Living Stroke Guidelines

Pack some supplies we are in for a long trip: Telestroke

Bring government along on the ride: Stroke Unit Certification

It’s better together: National Targets and National Hypertension Taskforce

You won’t get anywhere without lived experts! 
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